CHILDHOOD CANCER MOLECULAR TARGETS CONTRACT SOLICITATION

NCI CTEP would like to notify pediatric oncology investigators and their research colleagues that a solicitation of the Public Health Service for Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) contract proposals [PHS 2003-1] entitled, “DEVELOPMENT OF NOVEL AGENTS DIRECTED AGAINST CHILDHOOD CANCER MOLECULAR TARGETS”, is now available at http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm. The closing date for receipt of proposals is November 8, 2002.

CTEP supports the development of anti-cancer agents specifically designed to modulate molecular targets.  In order to exploit new advances in molecular drug development for pediatric cancer, this SBIR contract will support the early identification, biological characterization, and preclinical testing of agents specifically aimed at childhood cancer molecular targets.  Proposals submitted in response to this solicitation should be focused on the discovery and development of a specific agent or class of agents.  Proposals may include development of lead agents already identified or very early initiatives to identify and characterize agents from a library of potential compounds. A detailed plan for early preclinical testing of the agent(s) to establish its potential relevance for pediatric cancer treatment must be provided. The successful offeror will likely have previous expertise in creating small molecule or other targeted agents, as well as preclinical testing.  The complete program announcement with a description of organizational and principal investigator criterion can be found at http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm, page 30, program #185.
Support provided through the SBIR program consists of two phases.  The objective of Phase I is to determine the scientific or technical feasibility and commercial merit of the proposed research or R&D efforts and the quality of performance of the small business concern, prior to providing further Federal support in Phase II. Phase I awards normally may not exceed $100,000 for direct costs, indirect costs, and profit (fixed fee) for a period normally not to exceed 6 months. The objective of Phase II is to continue the research or R&D efforts initiated in Phase I. Funding shall be based on the results of Phase I and the scientific and technical merit and commercial potential of the Phase II proposal. Phase II awards normally may not exceed $750,000 for direct costs, indirect costs, and negotiated fees for a period normally not to exceed two years. 

Please direct inquiries regarding the above solicitation to:

Mr. Joseph Bowe 

Phone: (301) 435-3810 

Fax: (301) 480-0309 

E-mail: jb166i@nih.gov 
Alternately, investigators considering the contract solicitation described above may wish to consider funding through the Flexible System to Advance Innovative Research for Cancer Drug Discovery by Small Businesses (FLAIR) grant mechanism.  The objective of FLAIR is to provide a flexible funding mechanism with regard to budgets and time of award to support the research activities required to enable small businesses to bring their innovative efforts for drug discovery and development to clinical validation. The FLAIR program allows both Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) applications and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) applications. For STTR applications, unlike SBIR applications, the Principal Investigator may be at an academic institution, and a university or other non-profit research institution must establish a collaborative relationship with a small business concern. More information about the FLAIR grant program and a description of earlier successful grant proposals can be found at the Developmental Therapeutics Program (NCI) web site at http://www.dtp.nci.nih.gov/branches/gcob/gcob_web17.html. The closing date for receipt of FLAIR grant proposals is November 12, 2002.

Questions regarding FLAIR can be directed to:

George S. Johnson, PhD

Division of Cancer Treatment and Diagnosis

Telephone: (301)-496-8783

Fax: (301)-402-5200

Email: johnsong@exchange.nih.gov
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