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Good news from the Data Monitoring Committee (DMC) consisting of Professor Stan Kaye, Professor Jan Vermorken and Dr Valter Torri: during their recent annual review of the study they concluded that "The DMC believe that the trial remains an important one in the treatment of ovarian cancer. The recent data on adjuvant therapy in breast cancer may well increase interest in the coming months.  We confirm the importance of reaching the target of 208 patients." The current rate of accrual was therefore  considered acceptable, although clearly an increase would be desirable.





The climate for studies in High Dose Therapy (HDC) seems to be improving again. During ASCO-2003 in Chicago last month, Professor Nitz from the West German Study Group presented her study in high risk breast cancer patients (Abstract No: 3344), comparing 403 patients randomised to either tandem HDC or to dose-dense conventional chemotherapy with a median follow up of 34.6 month. Comparison of the two study arms demonstrated a significant advantage of HDC in event-free survival, where rates of 77% versus 68% were shown after two years and 61% versus 41% after four years (p=0.0019). Overall survival rates are reported as 86% and 71% after two and four years respectively, with 44 deaths in the HDC arm and 54 deaths in the dose-dense arm (p=0.23) and 0% treatment related mortality.


Other studies, such as the 'Dutch - Trial' also show a significant advantage in event-free survival, which once more demonstrates the validity of high dose therapy in defined patient groups.





One hundred and forty two patients have currently been entered into the HIDOC-EIS study (56 from EBMT centres and 86 through the AGO/AIO). HIDOC is therefore not only the largest phase III high-dose chemotherapy study, but currently also the only such study looking at newly diagnosed patients with advanced  Ovarian cancer. 


We hope to recruit the remaining 66 patients by the end of 2004, although the DMC concluded in their last meeting that the study may remain open to recruitment beyond this date, if necessary. With the clear statement and support from the DMC, plus the unchanged importance of the study objective we ask all participating, and interested, centres to actively support this study in order to achieve the given aim.
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